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* Cuba /Ear tier this month the Cuban Government 
assigned an officer to Paris to direct recruitment of 
industrial and agricultural technicians there and in 
several other Western European countries. J 

(The officer, Armando Garcia Otero, has indicated 
that ne was personally selected for the post by Minister 
of Industries Che Guevara and that he is to act inde- 
pendently of the Cuban embassies in Europe. He said 
his assignment is to recruit in France, West Germany, 
and the Benelux countries, and that two other Cuban 
officials have been selected for similar assignments 
in London and in Rome^J 

(xiarcia says he was told that he may use his own 
discretion whether to seek assistance from European 
Communist parties in locating suitable technicians. 
Candidates should be "progressives," but not neces- 
sarily Communists^ 

\The program to recruit Western technicians, de- 
cided upon by the Castro regime last February, is 
evidently designed to supplement- -not replace- -tech - 
nicians from the Sovi et bloc. The campaign is I I 

|high on Castro's personal list 
of priorities, and appears to be an effort to compen- 
sate for the thousands of trained Cubans who have 

left their country in the past several years. ) 
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Soviet Bloc^ (The first secretaries of al l Soviet 
bloc parties are to meet in Moscow in June, 1 


]to consider a num- 
ber of unresolved problems. This meeting, if it is 
held, will be the first since June 1962 

is attaching 




a great deal of importance to this year's me eting, 
which is expected "to significantly affect the I 
economy," It seems likely that the first secretaries 


will discuss outstanding problems of economic inte- 
gration, particularly the recent resistance of Ruma- 
nian leaders to certain plans of the Council for Mu- 
tual Economic Assistance (CEMA)^) 

(jThe meeting would probably follow the important 
Soviet party plenum on ideology, which is scheduled 
to begin on 18 June. The USSR's attempts to restrain 
its more liberal intellectuals have caused repercus- 
sions in most of the satellite regimes, and new ideo- 
logical formulations which are developed at the Soviet 
party plenum may also be discussed at the first sec- 


retaries' 


(/The 


meeting^) 


,e bloc party bosses would probably also be 

briefed on planned Soviet tactics toward the Chinese 
Communists. The Soviet leaders will want to demon- 
strate the unity of their East European followers be- . 
fore they open negotiations with the Chinese on 5 July. J 
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* UAR-Syria. The line now being taken by the 
controlled Cairo press in its attacks on the Syrian 
Baath Party may foreshadow an end to Egypt's union 
negotiations with Syria and Iraq. 

On 17 May Nasir's press declared that Egypt 
cannot deal with the Syrian Baath in forming the 
new United Arab Republic. One paper accuses the 
Baath of having "completely violated" the Cairo 
unity proclamation of 17 April. 

An editor close to Nasir has written that rela- 
tions between Egypt and the Baath have reached "the 
point of no return" and that the Egyptians cannot 
"even live with it in peace." 

The regimes in Damascus and Baghdad continue 
to proclaim their firm intention to proceed with uni- 
fication measures, although they oppose taking prac- 
tical steps in that direction which would increase 
Nasir's influence. I 25X1 
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USSR- Iraq ; Moscow is renewing its economic 
activity in Iraq, apparently in response to indica- 
tions that the new government intends to make rel- 
atively few changes in the Soviet aid program. 

An unknown number of technicians ieft after 
Qasim's fall, but some- -probably replacements — 
are now arriving. Shipments of industrial equip- 
ment for a number of development projects are 
being expedited. Although Iraq apparently will can- 
cel some proposed Soviet projects, it appears that 
a steel plant--one of several major projects still 
under review- -will in fact be built with Soviet as- 
sistance. 

The Soviet military aid program also has been 
under review by the Iraqi Government. So me m il- 
itary shipments are continuing and at least | ] MIG- 
21 jet aircraft are scheduled for June delivery. How- 
ever, Baghdad apparently has not yet decided how 
large a Soviet surfac e-to-air missile program it 
wants. I I 
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* pominican Republic ; President Bosch appears 
to be facing some risk of losing the support of major 
elements of his Dominican Revolutionary Party (PRD) 
because of friction with PRD president Angel Miolan, 

Miolan ; 

a leftist who has ambitions to succeed Bosch, has 
threatened to lead the PRD into opposition unless 
Bosch replaces certain "reactionary" cabinet mem- 
bers, including Foreign Minister Freites, Miolan 
is presently in the US, and apparently has given 
Bosch an ultimatum that he will do this unless cab- 
inet changes are made soon after he returns to the 
Dominican Republic . 


Bosch has been relying heavily upon Miolan as 
party chief and political troubleshooter, but appar- 
ently distrusts him., Any significant challenge “to 
Bosch’s leadership from within his own part y , would 
probably lead to renewal of political unrest, f 
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Indonesia: ^Sporadic rioting against local Chi- 
nese merchants in western Java continues to create 
difficulties for the Indonesian Government. J) 



^The government still appears uncertain as to 
the real cause of the outbreaks. They may originally 
have been a genuine expression of economic distress, 
but there are reports that rightist army elements 
and nationalistic students are now promoting the . 
riots to show their strength and embarrass SukarnoJ 



the rioting must be carefully controlled to avoid se- 
rious spontaneous att acks by M have-nots M against 
’’haves" in the area.) I I 
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Common Market ; /The US ambassador to the EEC 
reports ’’disquieting signs” that the Common Market 
is increasingly ’’soft" in its support of the most-fa- 
vored-nation principle in negotiating commercial ar- 
rangements with countries on the EEC's periphery. 

In recent talks with the EEC, both Turkey and Iran 
have succeeded in obtaining preliminary agreement 
of the EEC to give preferred access for additional 
export items. Ambassador Tuthill believes the EEC 


is now more vulnerable to such pressures because 
it is eager to accomplish something tangible in the 


~ o ~ i r * — 

foreign relations field. J ( 
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